INVITATION

There have been various arguments on Gwanghwamun Square. Many citizens talk about the
square with their diverse views. It means that it has enormous significance and symbolism for us.
Gwanghwamun Square is the face of Seoul, as well as the Republic of Korea. The square was
the center of the Joseon Dynasty and the Daehan Empire. It was the place where people
expressed their passions during the 2002 World Cup. Furthermore, it was the heart of Korea’s
democratic movements, including the April Revolution (April 19) in 1960, the June Democratic
Uprising in 1987, and the 2016 Candlelight Revolution. However, we want Gwanghwamun Square
to play more active roles in the future. We no longer want to block the surrounding streets to hold
events for citizens in the square. We want the place to have outdoor cafés for families to have
tea together. We want the square to promote the local economy and enrich the lives of local
residents.
Accordingly, the Seoul Metropolitan Government held the ‘Gwanghwamun Forum’ from September
2016 to May 2017. Throughout the forum, we collected opinions from many experts of related
fields and established “The Principles and Directions for the Improvement of Gwanghwamun
Square” to set a basic direction for the spatial reconfiguration. Especially, through citizen workshops
and surveys on the changes in civic awareness, we elicited the values to be reflected and the
tasks for improvement. As the result, we set the goal of “Building an iconic Korean space with
historical and geographical characteristics.”
We hope that this international design competition will be an opportunity to collect fresh ideas for
the new Gwanghwamun Square. The Seoul Metropolitan Government will develop the final design
from the winning proposal of the competition by reflecting the opinions of various stakeholders. It
may not be possible to reflect all the ideas, but we will do our best to satisfy as many people as
possible with the new square.
We look forward to your continuous attention and participation in the reconfiguration of Gwanghwamun
Square to make the square an iconic Korean place.

Park Won Soon
Mayor of Seoul City
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1. Background

Dosungdaejido - Large Map of the Capital (Seoul Museum of History)

1. Background
Gwanghwamun Square is the central space of Seoul, the capital of the Republic of Korea, and an
iconic place that represents this country's identity. This place was the center of dynasty politics in
the Joseon period (1392-1910), and the epicenter of democratic movements in modern Korea,
including the April Revolution (April 19) in 1960 and the June Democratic Uprising in 1987.
Crowds filling downtown Seoul during the 2002 World Cup showed new possibilities for the
square, and the power of the people led to the 2016 Candlelight Revolution. The Gwanghwamum
Square as the center of the movement has become a symbol of government by the people.
The Gwanghwamun area was damaged and distorted during the Japanese colonial period (1910-45)
and was used primarily for motor traffic during Korea’s industrialization in the 1960s through 1980s.
As such, the area could not regain its original function and status. Thus, the effort to restore its
historicity and the sense of place started from the 1990s, through the project to rebuild and
restore Gyeongbokgung got fully underway. Gwanghwamun Square was initially created for citizen
to enjoy by reducing the number of traffic lanes on Sejong-daero in 2009. However, Seoul citizen
are still not fully satisfied with the square. Critics described fundamental problems of the square as
"It's just a giant median strip”; “The square is a very uncomfortable place that even lacks of
shelters to avoid the sun"; and "The historicity of the place has not been fully recovered." Other
problems such as pedestrian inconvenience, traffic noise, and absence of convenience facilities
were also continuously pointed out.
Now, it is the time for Gwanghwamun Square to be rebuilt into a people-centered space with
restored historical significance and greater convenience. We need to properly bring back the
historicity and the sense of place for the square and make it a place where the present and future
coexist. Most of all, we need to turn it into a central spot that represents Korea, allowing Seoul
citizen and both domestic and oversea tourists to experience the nation’s history and identity.
Also, the square and the urban space behind divided by the street needs to be organically linked
and easy access is to convenience facilities should be provided. The Seoul Metropolitan Government
has a master plan to turn the downtown into a people-centered and pedestrian- friendly space. In
this context, Gwanghwamun Square should be a centerpiece of the walking experience in Seoul’s
historic downtown and a place that is safe and convenient for citizen in their everyday lives and
where everyone can have fun and be harmonized by each other.
Accordingly, Seoul Metropolitan Government has prepared this design competition and the aim is
to resolve the problems of Gwanghwamun Square identified since its opening in 2009 and turn it
into an iconic place in Korea that encompasses the past, present and future.
These guidelines are based on the purpose and direction of 'The Principles and Directions for the
Improvement of Gwanghwamun Square by 'The Gwanghwamun Forum', and 'The Master Plan for
New Gwanghwamun Square' that was made upon the agreement between Seoul Metropolitan
Government and the Cultural Heritage Administration.
We look forward to turning the square into the iconic place in Korea for residents that has
historicity, the sense of place and convenience through the design proposals from the competition.
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2. Competition Rules & Requirements

A Child Standing on the Haechi Statue (Seoul Museum of History)

2. Competition Rules & Requirements
2.1. Competition Title
∙ International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square

2.2. Purpose
∙ The purpose of this design competition is selecting the best design team based on innovative
ideas and design proposal in order to overcome the current spatial and functional limits of
Gwanghwamun Square in the middle of Sejong-daero and to restore historical and cultural
symbolism of Gwanghwamun area.

※ Overview of the Gwanghwamun Design Project
∙ Project title: Design development and Construction document for New Gwanghwamun Square
∙ Project area: Sejongno 1-67 and 1-68, Jongno-gu, Seoul
∙ Scope of the project: about 126,100㎡(The square: 61,300㎡, Roads: 59,600㎡, Eastern sidewalk of Sejong-daero: 5,200㎡)
∙ Construction budget: an estimated 60 billion KRW (VAT is included)
∙ Design development fees: an estimated 2.8 billion KRW (VAT is included)
∙ Period for Design: February 2019 ~ January 2020
∙ Period for Construction: January 2020 ~ May 2021
* The above mentioned matters may be subject to change in the process of work.

2.3. Competition Type
∙ International design competition (open competition)

2.4. Competition Subject
∙ Design proposal for New Gwanghwamun Square including the surrounding area

2.5. Eligibility
∙ The experts in the relevant fields such as urban planning, urban design, architecture, landscape
architecture, road/or transportation engineering can participate as a sole competitor or a team.
However, the winner shall be entered into the contract as a joint venture to meet the design
contract eligibility standard as following.
∙ A joint team shall select one team member as a team representative.
∙ A representative must not be changed. Change of team members during registration period is allowed.
∙ The organizer, jurors, members of the organizing committee, technical advisors and employees of
the organizations or staff members related to this competition shall not be able to participate in
the competition.

※ Design contract eligibility standard
∙ The Contract will be entered into with the winning bidder; however, provided that the winning bidder does not
have required qualifications in the fields of urban design, urban planning, architecture, landscape architecture,
road/transportation engineering, etc. under Korean laws, the Contract shall be entered into jointly with a domestic
expert who has relevant qualifications such as a registered architect under the Architect Act or a registered
engineer under the Construction Technology Promotion Act, etc.
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2.6. Physical Scope of the Competition
∙ Project site: The site area that the winning team of this design competition shall create a design
for construction. The gross area is about 126,100㎡, including the current Gwanghwamun
Square and the surrounding roads (Sejong-daero, Sajik-ro and Yulgok-ro)1).
∙ Strategic area: The areas that surround the project scope area, including the south wall of
Gyeongbokgung in the north, the junction of Samcheongdong Stream and Baekundong
Stream in the south, Samcheongdong Stream (currently Jong-ro 1-gil) in the east,
and Baekundong Stream (currently Saemunan-ro 5ga-gil) in the west.
∙ Conceptual area: The spatial scope inspired each design plan (each team can freely set this
conceptual scope).

1) The Central Government Complex and the Uijeongbu site are excluded. The renewal of the
Uijeongbu site (9,600㎡) will be implemented by a separate project.

Competition
Scope

8

Scope of the
Underground space
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2.7. Schedule
∙ Announcement

October 12 (Fri), 2018

∙ Distribution of guidelines & materials

October 12 (Fri), 2018

∙ Registration

October 12 (Fri), 2018 ~ November 23 (Fri), 2018

∙ Site briefing

October 29 (Mon), 2018

st

October 29 (Mon) ~ November 2 (Fri), 2018

st

∙ 1 inquiries answers

November 12 (Mon), 2018

∙ 2nd inquiries submission

November 13 (Tue), 2018 ~ November 16 (Fri), 2018

∙ 2nd inquiries answers

November 23 (Fri), 2018

∙ Submission

10 a.m. ~ 5 p.m. January 11 (Fri), 2019

∙ Technical Review

January 14 (Mon), 2018

∙ 1st Jury & 1st announcement of winners

January 15 (Tue), 2019

∙ 2nd Jury (presentation by the 1st winners)

January 18 (Fri), 2019

∙ Announcement of the final winners

January 21 (Mon), 2019

∙ 1 inquiries submission

※ All times indicated in the competition are based on the Korean standard time (UTC / GMT+9)
※ The schedule may be partly changed depending on the organizers’ circumstances. Changes will
be announced on the official website.

2.8. Registration
∙ Location: official website for the competition (http://project.seoul.go.kr)
∙ Period: 10 a.m. October 12 (Fri), 2018 to 5 p.m. November 23 (Fri), 2018
* The participants are able to access the materials after completing registration for the competition.

2.9. Site Briefing
∙ Date / Time: 2 p.m. October 29 (Mon), 2018
∙ Place: Auditorium (Ground floor), Main building National Palace Museum of Korea
(Hyojaro 12, Jongno-gu, Seoul)
∙ In the site briefing, the background and purpose of the competition, overall direction and programs
will be explained in detail. Therefore, participation in the site briefing is strongly recommended for
those who is interested in the competition.

2.10. Q & A
1) Schedule
① 1st Q & A
∙ Inquiries submission: 10 a.m. October 29 (Mon) to 5 p.m. November 2 (Fri), 2018
∙ Inquiries answers: 5 p.m. November 12 (Mon), 2018

② 2nd Q & A
∙ Inquiries submission: 10 a.m. November 13 (Tue) to 5 p.m. November 16 (Fri), 2018
∙ Inquiries answers: 5 p.m. November 23 (Fri), 2018
10

2) Submission: inquiries can be submitted through the 'Q&A' page of the official website.
(http://project.seoul.go.kr)
3) Response: 'Inquiries answers' will be posted through the website on the appointed date.
4) Notice
∙ Inquiries must be submitted through the website (http://project.seoul.go.kr) and cannot be submitted
via e-mail or over the phone.
∙ All answers to the queries shall be regarded as addition or modification to the competition
guidelines.

2.11. Anonymity
∙ Works submitted through the website shall not be disclosed until announcement of the Jury
result. Any documents that can specify the participant's identity must be sealed separately and
submitted.
∙ For fair evaluation, participants shall not disclose their submitted work in any matter before
selection of winners.
∙ PIN, composed of alphabet letters and Arabic numerals when participants register automatically given number, must be marked on all submitted documents in accordance with required
method. (※ See 5.2.4. Use of PIN)

2.12. Organizer
∙ The organizer is the Seoul Metropolitan Government and is responsible for administration and
supervision of the overall competition.
- Gwanghwamun Square Project Group: Square Planning Team (02-2133-7739~7742)

2.13. Professional Advisors Committee
∙ To determine the main subjects of the competition guidelines and overall proceedings of the
competition, the organizer appoints Professional Advisor and runs the Professional Advisors
Committee.
- Chair of the committee (Professional Advisor):
Insun Hahm (Special Appointment Professor, Hanyang University)

2.14. Competition Organizing Committee
∙ To facilitate efficient proceeding and management of the competition, the organizer runs the
Competition Organizing Committee as follows:
- Director: Jeeyeop Kim (Professor, Ajou University)
- Official e-mail: ghm2018@daum.net
∙ The Competition Organizing Committee follows the schedule and the rules to carry out the
competition.
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2.15. Technical Committee
∙ The Technical Committee consists of the professional advisor(architect) and four to six specialists
in relevant areas such as urban planning, urban design, landscape architecture, transportation,
and conducts technical reviews of submitted works before the Jury Committee. The Technical
Committee has no right to dismiss any submission based on the technical review.
∙ The chair of the Technical Committee is the professional advisor.
∙ The Technical Committee judges violations or any issues of works in relation to regulations, laws,
guidelines and other technical matters. The technical review results are reported and submitted to
the jury for their evaluation.

2.16. Jury Committee
2.16.1. Composition of the Jury Committee
∙ The Jury Committee consists of 7 jurors (5 Korean and 2 foreign experts) and 1 reserve juror.
The list is as follows:
Nationality

Name
Hyo-sang Seung

Korea

France
Netherlands

Hong-jun Yu
Na-Kyoung Yu
Ook-ju Jung
Ki-min Son
Young-jun Kim
(reserved)
Dominique Perrault
Adrian Geuze

Organization
Chief Commissioner, The Presidential Committee on
Architecture Policy
Chair Professor, Myungji University
Principal, Place Making Associates Co.
Professor, Seoul National University
Professor, Chung-ang University
Chief Design Officer, Seoul Metropolitan Government
President, Dominique Perrault Architecture
President, West 8

2.16.2. Operation of the Jury Committee
∙ The Jury Committee commences with the attendance of jurors and reserve juror.
∙ The jury shall appoint the chair.
∙ Reserve juror shall attend the committee in case of juror’s absence. Reserve juror participate in
the discussion but has no vote.
∙ A juror who does not attend the meeting shall be disqualified and a reserve juror obtains a
qualification to become a juror.
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2.17. Evaluation Criteria and Method
2.17.1. Evaluation Criteria
∙ Evaluation criteria are as follows.
Evaluation Criteria
10 issues and tasks
Preservation and
utilization of
historical resources

Plan for the
connection with
surrounding area

Square design

Landscape plan

Transportation plan

Details
∙ Level of understanding of the 10 issues and tasks
∙ Creativity of ideas and solutions
∙ Degree of excellence of the plan to preserve the square's
historical value
∙ Suitability of the implementation plans related to the historic
and cultural assets in the Gwanghwamun area
∙ Degree of excellence of the plan to connect walkways and
spatial functions with the surrounding area
∙ Rationality in the plan for the blocks in the back of the
square and roads
∙ Degree of excellence of the plan for the boundary of the
square
∙ Degree of novelty and excellence of ideas and concept
∙ Rationality in the program and functional distribution
∙ Appropriateness of granting characteristics as historic plaza
and citizens' plaza
∙ Rationality of the plan for underground spaces
∙ Appropriateness in the plan for landscaping and planting
∙ Degree of excellence of the plan for the ground and pavement
∙ Degree of novelty in the plan for the facilities in the square
and roads
∙ Degree of excellence of the plan for main crossroads
∙ Rationality in the plan for public transportation and the flow
of human traffic
∙ Appropriateness in the plan for connecting walking experience
with surrounding area

Importance
20

10

15

20

10

10

Eco-friendliness and
safety

∙ Rationality in the plan for eco-friendliness
∙ Optimum level of safety plan
∙ Appropriateness in the plan for universal design

10

Economic feasibility
and maintenance

∙ Rationality in the plan for economic feasibility and maintenance
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2.17.2. Evaluation method
∙ Specific criteria for evaluation shall be determined by the jury committee.
∙ The jury meeting begins with professional advisor’s briefing on the project and the guidelines.
∙ Technical committee’s report on technical review shall be checked and referred in evaluation.
∙ There are two evaluation stages. Through the first stage, about 10 teams will be selected for the
second stage evaluation.
∙ The second evaluation will be carried out by the applicants’ presentations.

1) Applicants’ presentation on their works
∙ Submitted drawing panel and design description can be used for the presentation, and additional file for
presentation (PPT or PDF format) can also be used if needed. However, the contents of presentation
file should be identical from original submission material such as the panel and design description.
∙ The presentation time shall not exceed 10 minutes for each work and 10 minutes for Q&A. If
13

the jury committee makes different rules, however, they shall take precedence.
∙ The presentation will be made by one member of the team and the maximum three persons can
attend.

2) Others
∙ The order of the presentations will be decided by the jury committee after the first evaluation.
∙ A presenter shall arrive in the venue before the appointed time on the day of presentation. If
not, the work shall be excluded from the presentation.
∙ If a presenter uses expressions that may undermine anonymity, or gives explanations in comparison with
other works, or exceeds the given time, or other behavior that affects the fairness of the evaluation,
the chair of the jury committee can stop the presentation immediately.

2.18. Disqualification
∙ If a submitted work does not comply with anonymity or the competition rules, jurors may disqualify
it in accordance with the jury committee‘s decision.

2.19. Announcement of winners
∙ The result of the jury shall be announced on the website after evaluation is completed. Only the
winners will be given notification individually.
※ Announcement date may change. Any change will be noticed on the official website.

2.20. Awards
∙ 「International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square」 will award the following prize.
Rank

Prize

1st prize (1 team)

Contract Award for Design Development
and Construction documentation

2nd prize (1 team)

80,000,000 KRW

3rd prize (1 teams)

60,000,000 KRW

4th prize (1 teams)

40,000,000 KRW

5th prize (1 teams)

20,000,000 KRW

Honorable mention (5 teams)

-

Honorarium
30,000,000 KRW
for the participation
in the 2nd evaluation
stage will be paid to
10 teams including
5 teams of
honorable mention.

※ The above awards are subject to change according to the jury's result. Extra design fee may be added

to the winning bidder if construction cost is increased for extra construction works such as underground
floor development in the process of design development or construction document.

∙ The prize and honorarium includes any expense to prepare work and airfare to attend the
applicants’ presentations and award ceremony.
∙ The prize and honorarium includes fees for tax and exchanging money. Tax shall follow the
Korean Tax Law.
∙ The prize and honorarium is paid to a representative of the teams. Upon the request, it can be
paid in USD equivalent to KRW at the moment of awarding.
∙ The jury committee may decide not to select 1st winner or other winners if it reaches a
conclusion that any team is not qualified.
14

2.21. Design Contract
∙ The Design Contract (the “Contract”) is written in Korean and made based on the Statement of
Work Scope drafted in accordance with the regulations of the Seoul Metropolitan Government
(the “Statement of Work Scope”).
∙ The Statement of Work Scope are contained in the provided materials, which will be made
available on the website. (※ The Statement of Work Scope may be subject to change)
∙ The Statement of Work Scope, which will be separately provided, contain the detailed description
of the tasks to be performed by the winning bidder. All participating bidders shall carefully
examine and understand the Statement of Work Scope. By submitting its entry, a bidder shall be
deemed to have agreed to perform the tasks specified in the Statement of Work Scope.
∙ When the Contract is signed, a bidder shall specify its composition to perform design services
(joint performance type, apportioned performance type, or combination of both). If the bidder is a
joint bidder, the agreed share of each member of the joint venture shall exceed five (5) percent.
∙ The owner can coordinate the Contract and the starting point with the winning bidder through
mutual consultation.
∙ The Contract will be entered into with the winning bidder; however, provided that the winning bidder
does not have required qualifications in the fields of urban design, urban planning, architecture,
landscape architecture, road/transportation engineering, etc. under Korean laws, the Contract shall
be entered into jointly with a domestic expert who has relevant qualifications such as a
registered architect under the Architect Act or a registered engineer under the Construction
Technology Promotion Act, etc.
∙ It is recommended that a member of a joint bidder or bid consortium who is best qualified to
perform the Project shall preferentially be appointed as the representing member.
∙ The winning bidder shall have a right of first negotiation to enter into the Contract with the
Owner. If there is no special reason, the Contract is concluded as soon as possible, but if it is
inevitable in accordance with the circumstances of the project, the period may be adjusted in
consultation with the winning bidder.
∙ The design fee shall include all costs and expenses of schematic design, construction documentation
and performing various administration services including required permits.
∙ If a change to the Seoul Urban Management Plan, including any change in infrastructure plans,
occurs, the winning bidder shall fully cooperate with relevant engineering experts hired or contracted
for the Project, and shall reflect such change if it falls within the scope of the Contract.
∙ If any change in the situation such as the changes of the budget, policy, or project plan, occurs
or the jury committee asks to supplement the design, the Owner may request the winning bidder
to modify the winning design, and the winning bidder shall comply with a reasonable request of
the Owner and reflect such changes in the Contract.
∙ If the proposed plan for the winning design exceeds the estimated construction cost, the winning
bidder will be required to change the design in consultation with the Owner.
∙ If the winning bidder waives its right of first negotiation or the winning bidder’s first negotiation
breaks down, the Owner may grant a right of negotiation to the next-ranked bidder. In such
case, the next-ranked bidder who enters into the Contract shall return the award it has received,
and the Owner shall give the returned award to the winning bidder. If the Owner terminates or
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otherwise discontinues this Project after the Contract is signed, the Owner shall pay to the
winning bidder (or the next-ranked bidder) all unpaid expenses actually incurred thereby as of
the time of such termination or discontinuation.
∙ If the negotiation with the next-ranked bidder breaks down as well, the Owner holds another
competition to select a new winning bidder.
∙ The winning bidder shall comply with the terms of these Instructions during the period of
performing the Contract.

2.22. Copyrights; Publishing and Display
∙ Participating teams (or individuals) own copyrights to their respective submitted design; provided,
however, that the Sponsor/Organizer has the right to use the submitted designs and the contents
therein for non-commercial purposes, including online and offline display, promotion and publication
of the same, without extra compensation. A participating team (or individual) shall be deemed to
have consented to the foregoing by submitting its design for this bidding.
∙ Participating teams (or individuals) shall warrant that their design will not infringe upon the
exclusive rights of a third party to its intellection properties. (If a third party’s intellectual property
right is used in the design, such third party’s consent or other documents evidencing the right to
use the relevant intellectual property right shall be attached to the tender documents). The
relevant participating team (or individual) shall assume liability for any intellectual property right
issue that may arise in connection with its design.
∙ Participating teams shall move out all submissions within seven days after the announcement of
the winner with own costs. Any submissions that are remained after the mentioned period will be
discarded by the Owner and any team shall not appeal regarding this matter.

2.23. Dispute
∙ In case of any disputes regarding interpretation of rules, guidelines and Q&A, the Korean version
shall take precedence.
∙ This public tender for design shall be conducted in accordance with the laws of Republic of
Korea. Any dispute arising in connection with this public tender shall be submitted to a court in
Korea for mediation or settlement.
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3. Project Site Information

3. Project Site Information
3.1. History of Gwanghwamun Area
∙ Sejong-daero is the street runs from north to south in front of Gwanghwamun, where Gwanghwamun
Square is located. Many government offices were located on the both sides of the street in the
Joseon dynasty. Sejong-daero was the center of politics and administration of Joseon, the street
used by the parades of the kings of Joseon or foreign envoys for the entry and exit to and from
Gyeongbokgung, and the central and iconic place of the dynasty where the kings and the people
met during major national ceremonies.
∙ Sejondaero was called Gwanghwamun-jeonro (光化門前路) throughout Joseon. It was also called
Yukjo-jeonro (六曹前路) and Yukjo-daero (六曹大路) in late Joseon. It is believed that the name of
the street was written Yukjo-jeonro, Gwanghwamun-jeonro in Sino-Korean and was called
Yukjo-apgil, Gwanghwamun-apgil in Sino-Korean/ native Korean mixed script.
∙ The street was named Gwanghwamun-tong (光化門通) in the Japanese colonial period. It was
rebuilt and expanded as a straight street reaching as far as Sungnyemun. There were many
deliberate spatial deformations and distortions of the area by the Japanese authorities during the
period. Numerous palace halls on the Gyeongbokgung grounds were demolished; Gwanghwamun
was relocated, and the administrative offices of the Japanese empire were built, including the
Old Governor-General Building. Seosipjagak was torn down to build tramlines; Baekundongcheon
and other streams were covered, and the old cityscape and urban structure were damaged in
the process.
∙ After the liberation of Korea, the street was renamed to Sejong-ro, after the temple name of
King Sejong the Great. Gwanghwamun was restored at the center of Jungangchung (the Old
Governor-General Building) and the street was widened to 100 meters in the 1970s. A statue of
Admiral Yi Sun-Shin was built in the center. The street maintains its iconic status in Korean
politics, economy, society, and culture, with government administrative offices, including the
Central Government Complex; newspaper offices, cultural facilities, including the Sejong Center
for the Performing Arts; the Kyobo Building, and other private sector buildings.
∙ In the 1990s, the Cultural Heritage Administration carried out a step-by-step restoration of the
Gwanghwamun area as part of a plan to rebuild and restore Gyeongbokgung. This effort began
with the demolition of Jungangchung (the Old Governor-General Building), which was used as
the national museum at that time. In 2009, under the project to restore Gwanghwamun on its
original location, the Seoul Metropolitan Government narrowed Sejong-daero from 16 lanes to 10
and built Gwanghwamun Square.
∙ However, many criticisms have been heard since the opening of the square, such as “The
historicity of the place has not been fully recovered” and “The square is just a giant median
strip.” Therefore, the central government and Seoul Metropolitan Government reviewed the plans
to improve the square, including A Comprehensive Plan to Build the National Street (2011).
Based on the discussions between residents and experts, including the Gwanghwamun Forum, the
Seoul Metropolitan Government and the Cultural Heritage Administration announced a plan for a
New Gwanghwamun Square, signed a joint work agreement in April 2018, and drew up the
Comprehensive Master Plan for the Revision of Gwanghwamun Square in July 2018.
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Yukjo-daero, late 18th C (Large Map of the Capital)
(Seoul Museum of History collection)

In front of Gwanghwamun in the Daehan Empire
(National Museum of Korea collection)

Gwangwhamun Square in the 1970s-90s
(before the removal of the Jungangchung building)

Gwanghwamun Square today

3.2. Spatial Information on Gwanghwamun Square
∙ Currently, Gwanghwamun Square is in the center of a wide boulevard, running north to south
and measuring 34m wide by 557m long, for a gross area of 18,840㎡. The square is bordered
by a ten-lane street (about 35m) on the north end, a five-lane street on the east sided and
six-lane street on the west side (both about 17~20m). There are six crosswalks connecting the
square with neighboring blocks, but the pedestrian grid in the area is insufficient and the square
appears to be an isolated urban island. When necessary, vehicular traffic access is blocked for
large events in the square and the streets become part of the square.
∙ The main facilities of Gwanghwamun Square are the north plaza, grass lawn, King Sejong statue,
King Sejong Story hall, Haechi Madang, central square, Admiral Yi Sun-Shin statue, fountain area
and waterways of history.

1) North Plaza and Grass Lawn
∙ The 2,300㎡ north plaza is just below Gwanghwamun and used for various cultural performances
and public events.
∙ The 2,830㎡ grass lawn, measuring 17.5m by 162m, is next to the north plaza and has been used
for a snowboard world cup competition, water bobsleigh experience and various other programs.

2) King Sejong Statue and King Sejong Story
∙ The statue, which measures 6.2m tall and 4.3m wide at the base, was officially unveiled on
Hangeul Day (October 10) in 2009. Under the statue stylobate is the King Sejong Story hall,
which displays the process of the creation of the Korean alphabet, Hangul.
∙ The King Sejong Story facility is 3,200㎡ (2,500㎡ is used for the exhibition). The room is located
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7.4m below ground level and is connected to the Chungmugong Story (exhibition hall) under the
Sejong Center for the Performing Arts by an underground passage.

3) Haechi Madang and Central Plaza
∙ The Haechi Madang is a 1,200㎡ underground square located 5.9m below ground level. It has a
soil monolith, a gallery, public restrooms and other convenience facilities. It is connected to the
Seoul Subway Line 5 exit.
∙ The sloped sunken plaza connects Haechi Madang and the central square. The sunken plaza
consists of a rampway with seating stands on each side; no stairs obstruct the foot traffic flow.
Also, mist-generating machines are installed on both sides above to reduce the heat island effect.

4) Admiral Yi Sun-Shin Statue
∙ Unveiled in 1968, after the expansion of Sejong-ro, the statue is located toward the south of end
Gwanghwamun Square as the symbol of the square.
Current Status of Gwanghwamun Square

Current structures

Current green areas
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Current street network

5) Waterways of History
∙ The waterway channels underground seepage from Gyeongbokgung station and Gwanghwamun
station to Cheonggyecheon. It is 1m wide, 365m long and 2cm deep, while bed is covered with
617 flat stones upon which are engraved major historical events of the Joseon dynasty.

3.3. Current Operation of Gwanghwamun Square
∙ Research by the Seoul Institute in 2017 2) revealed that aggregate visitors surpassed the 10
million mark within six months if the square’s opening in 2009. Five years later (2014), visitors
on weekend afternoons averaged 2,880 per hour, a twelve-fold increase in pedestrian traffic
compared to the time prior to the opening.
∙ Also, among the 775 approved events in the square between 2011 and 2016, 183 were held in
2013, up more than ten times the 2010 figure, shortly after the opening.

The current number of visitors to and operation of Gwanghwamun Square3)

∙ Currently, the Seoul Metropolitan Government operates for Gwanghwamun Square visitors water
fountains, the waterways of history (April to October), a traditional clothing experience, history
and culture lectures on the Gwanghwamun area (April to October, closed during the peak
summer heat in August), and family motto calligraphy program in hangeul (April to October,
weekends only).
∙ In 2017, the Seoul Metropolitan Government implemented a policy of “pedestrian-only streets” in
the downtown area as part of an effort to encourage people to walk more in Seoul. As part of

2) The Seoul Institute, "We need to plan the festival and event to respect the principle of 'guaranteed daily use of Gwanghwamun Square for citizens’“
3) The Seoul Institute, The future of Gwanghwamun Square and 20 proposals for improvement by citizens and experts, 2015
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this policy, Sejong-daero is free of vehicle traffic on Sundays between April and October. On
these days, special programs on history and culture are held, along with local festivals and
traditional markets to promote the coexistence of rural and urban lifestyles.

Sejong-daero as a
pedestrian-only street

Results of the vehicle-free Sejong-daero program

Date

Descriptions

Visitors
About 140,000

Ten Programs in total
April 2, 2017

Meeting with historical
figures

18,000

April 16, 2017

Spring Seeding Festival

10,000

May 7, 2017

Experience of 1,000 years
of history

8,000

May 21, 2017

Traditional sauce and
paste festival

15,000

June 4, 2017

Local Food Festival

20,000

June 18, 2017

The 6th Industry Festival

14,000

August 6, 2017

Swimming in the city

10,000

September 9, 2017

Korean Grain Festival

20,000

September 17, 2017

Young Farmers Festival

15,000

October 1, 2017

Let's enjoy the Harvest
Moon Festival in advance

10,000

Source: Seoul
Transport, Seoul
Metropolitan
Government

3.4. Main Historical and Cultural Resources
1) Gyeongbokgung
∙ Gyeongbokgung is a state-designated cultural property (number 117) built in the fourth year of
the reign of King Taejo (1395), but destroyed during the Japanese Invasion in 1592. The palace
was rebuilt in the fourth year of the reign of King Gojong (1868) with 500 new buildings and a
rear garden. However, the Japanese colonial authorities built their Governor-General Building in
front of the palace and destroyed most of the palace buildings to hold the Joseon Exhibition in
1929. More buildings were destroyed during the Korean War and only 36 remained in 1990,
when the first reconstruction / restoration work began on the palace compound.
∙ Accordingly,

the

Cultural

Heritage

Administration

has

carried

out

restortion

projects

of

Gyeongbokgung to recover its original form, reflecting Korea’s long cultural history. The first phase
was completed for 89 buildings from 1990 to 2010, while the second phase has been in the
progress since 2011 until 2045 to restore 80 more buildings and maintain the sites of lost buildings.

2) Gwanghwamun Woldae
∙ The Woldae (raised platform) in front Gwanghwamun was an auxiliary structure connecting the
ground surface and the gate. It was not merely for entry and exit but used for conducting official
ceremonies and provided a place where Joseon kings met members of the general population.
∙ It is believed the Woldae was destroyed to build a tramline in front of Gwanghwamun in 1923. A
10.35m section of the Woldae, the center royal walkway (Eodo) and banisters were rebuilt in
2010 and the remaining part of the original Woldae site was drawn in red on the street in front
of Gwanghwamun. However, a complete restoration of the space in front of Gyeongbokgung, to
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include the Woldae, was impossible because of the street running in front of Gyeongbokgung.
∙ After discussions to bring back the Gwanghwamun area started in earnest, the Seoul Metropolitan
Government, the managing body of the street, agreed to cooperate in the street relocation, a
prerequisite for returning the space in front of Gyeongbokgung to its original look. The decision
set the stage for re-creating the space, including the Woldae.
Gwanghwamun Woldae
(National Museum of Korea)

History of Gwanghwamun Woldae

Year

Descriptions

1395

․ Initial construction of Gyeongbokgung

1398

․ Construction of Gwanghwamun (Woldae was not built)

1431

․ Woldae construction proposed (in Annals of King Sejong, 13th year)

1433

․ Construction of Woldae assumed with reconstruction of Gwanghwamun

After 1592 ․ Destruction of Woldae assumed with the destruction of Gyeongbokgung

Partial rebuilding of Gwanghwamun
Woldae (2018)

1865

․ Woldae assumed to have been rebuilt with the reconstruction of Gyeongbokgung

1923

․ Gwanghwamun assumed to have been removed during the construction
of the tram line

2010

․ Partial rebuilding of the Woldae during the reconstruction of
Gwanghwamun

Findings Woldae survey

․ Survey period: 2006~2010
․ Result of a Woldae site survey
- The study covered 8.3m of the total
(52m) estimated length of the woldae.
- The woldae was confirmed to be
29.7m wide.
- The woldae was confirmed to be
pounded soil cement (T100)
- The royal walkway was confirmed to
be 5.2m wide.

The past and present status of the Woldae
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3) Gwanghwamun Haechi (Haetae) Statues
∙ The Gojong Sillok (Annals of King Gojong) records that the Haechi (Haetae) statues "sets the
boundary" of the palace gate. Thus, the Haechi (Haetae) statues and Woldae should be considered
part of Gyeongbokgung.
∙ Hamaseok, a stepping stone just south of the Haechi (Haetae) statues, was placed in an "L"
shape. The original Hamaseok was lost, but a picture taken during the colonial period can be
used to rebuild it. The Haechi (Haetae) statues loomed above Joseon officials when they used
the Hamaseok to mount or dismount their horses or sedan chairs. The place was not a mere
boundary of the palace, but the space where represents the political attitude of the dynasty.
∙ The current Haechi (Haetae) statues were made in later Joseon period as part of Gyeongbokgung
reconstruction. They were relocated several times after the Gwanghwamun was removed. The
estimated original location of the statue was about 30m south of the south end of the Woldae.
Haechi (Haetae) statue previously below the
Woldae (National Museum of Korea collection)

Haechi (Haetae) statue currently in front of
Gwanghwamun

4) Dongshipjagak and Seoshipjagak
∙ Dongsipjagak and Seosipjagak stood on the each side of the palace wall where it turns
northward. They used to be guard-towers where officials from the Office of the Inspector General
watched over other government officials coming in and out of Gyeongbokgung in the beginning of
Joseon Dynasty.
∙ Today, Dongsipjagak is on an island in the middle of the street, separated from the wall, while
Seosipjagak was demolished in the colonial period during tram line construction. According to the
finding of a site survey of the old palace and palace wall (2011), Seosipjagak was north of the
current guiding stone, the position estimated from the Joseongojeokdobo (photo book of cultural
assets of the Joseon dynasty).
History of Dongshipjagak and Seoshipjagak

Year

Descriptions

1395

․ Gyeongbokgung first built

1398

․ Dongsipjagak and Seosipjagak assumed to have been built when Gwanghwamun was built

1427

․ Dongsipjagak and Seosipjagak demolished due to safety problems

1865

․ The towers assumed to have been rebuilt along with Gyeongbokgung

1923

․ Seosipjagak removed during tram line construction

1927

․ Palace wall section between Gwanghwamun and Seosipjagak removed since construction
of Office of Governor-General building

1929

․ Palace wall section between Dongsipjagak and Geonchunmun removed for Joseon
Exhibition of 1929

Present ․ Dongsipjagak stands alone
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Seosipjagak Site

Gyeongbokgung Dongshipjagak

5) Uijeongbu (Site)
∙ The Uijeongbu (State Council) was the highest administrative office of the Joseon government,
overseeing civil and military affairs along with the Samgunbu (Three Armies Command). In the
Japanese colonial period, the Gyeonggi Provincial Government Office was built on the former
Uijeongbu site. Recently, a park was opened here.
∙ Currently, a survey of the former Uijeongbu site is in progress. The directions for rebuilding and
maintaining the site will be decided based on the survey findings, including the construction of
an underground exhibition hall, as well as the reconstruction of either the main buildings or every
building. Experts and citizens' opinions will be reflected in the decision making.
Jungbondang, the main office of Uijeongbu
(Myongji University - LG Yeonammungo) 4)

Project to rebuild the Uijeongbu site

6) Samgunbu (Site)
∙ The Samgunbu (Three Armies Command) was the highest military agency of the Joseon dynasty,
located where the Central Government Complex stands today. The Uijeongbu in the east of
Gwanghwamun was a symbol of the civil, and the Samgunbu was built in the first year of the
reign of King Gojong as a symbol of the military. The main building, Chongmudang, was
relocated to Samsun Park (Samseon-dong, Seongbuk-gu) in 1930, and the other building,
Cheonghundang, was relocated to the campus of the Korea Military Academy (Gongneung-dong,
Nowon-gu) in 1867.

4) "EN CORÉE" by Jean de Pange, "KOREANS AT HOME" by Constance Tayler (2013, Salim)
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Chongmudang, part of Samgunbu
(Seoul Museum of History collection)

Chongmudang, a part of Samgunbu, in Samsung
Park

7) The 40th Anniversary Monument Hall of Gojong's Enthronement
∙ The 40th Anniversary Monument Hall of Gojong's Enthrone-

Current status of the monument hall

ment was built in the Giroso (Office of Senior Officials)
to protect a memorial stone celebrating the 40th year of
the reign of King Gojong and celebrate his turning 51
years old. The hall was exposed to outer area due to a
street maintenance project, and then disassembled and
relocated to the current site as part of urban development.

3.5. Surrounding Area
1) Neighboring Buildings
∙ The Doryeom-ro / Sejong-ro redevelopment district, designated for urban environment redevelopment,
and seven large buildings are along the sides of the square. The major public buildings in the
Current ownership of sites adjacent to the Square
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Structures and open areas in the Sejong-ro district unit plan

area are the Government Complex Seoul, Annex Building of Government Complex Seoul, Sejong
Center for the Performing Arts, National Museum of Korean Contemporary History, and the Embassy
of the United States, while prominent private sector structures include the KT Gwanghwamun
Building and Kyobo Life Insurance Building.
∙ The Sejong-ro district-unit plan requires that all adjacent structures be in zones where the height
limit is either 50 or 70 meters.
2) Old Waterways and Old Streets
∙ Baekundongcheon is the longest of the Cheonggyecheon feeders, and as such is considered the
main tributary. The stream source is the Baekundong valley that originates above Jahamun Tunnel,
on the east side of Inwangsan. Today, the covered over watercourse of Baekundongcheon runs
below Jahamun-ro, Saemunan-ro 5ga-gil, and the lower part of Saemunan-ro 9-gil.
∙ Samcheongdongcheon, a Cheonggyecheon feeder, originated on the east side of Baegaksan, flowed
along Gyeongbokgung east wall and joined Cheonggyecheon where Cheonggye Plaza is today.
The stream was covered over as part of an urban improvement project in 1957, and plan to restore
the stream was announced in the late 2000s. Today, as the first part of this plan, the section
between Cheonggyecheon and the Sejong-ro 119 Safety Center (340m) has been restored as an
artificial streamlet.
∙ Naejadong-gil (leads to Sajikdan) was an old walkway connecting Sajikdan and Changdeokgung
from the east to west, crossing Gwanghwamun Square. The current Sajik-ro 8-gil was formerly
Gurdung-gil, a modification of the passageway for the Joseon kings going to Sajikdan. Today’s
Yulgok-ro 2-gil retains the form, lines, and width of the original, imparting historic value on the
street.

Old waterways and
walkways in the
Gwangwhamun
Square vicinity
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4. Competition Guidelines

4. Competition Guidelines
4.1. Basic Direction
∙ Applicants are to offer design proposals for Gwanghwamun Square (the project site) and concept
design proposals for the strategic area. This proposal should be grounded in and coordinated
with the main issues and tasks regarding the Gwanghwamun area in order to recreate the New
Gwanghwamun Square.

4.1.1. Innovative Ideas - Ten Issues and Tasks
∙ The applicants shall provide solutions for the questions in "4.2. Ten Issues and Tasks About
Gwanghwamun Square". Other suggestions besides the ten questions may be added.
∙ Text, diagrams, photos, pictures and other media may be used for the suggestions.

4.1.2. Proposals for Competition Scope
∙ Based on the solutions and innovative ideas about the ten issues and tasks, the applicants shall
provide plans for the competition spatial scope (project site and strategic area) with graphics,
including sketches, drawings and various types of images.
∙ The design plans of Gwanghwamun Square (project site) shall follow the guidelines in "4.3.
Design Guidelines for Sectors".

4.2. Ten Issues and Tasks on Gwanghwamun Square
1) A place of reflection and a vision of the future
- What is the future prospect for the buildings, and historic and cultural cityscape surrounding
the Gwanghwamun area?
∙ In 1995, the government of Korea decided to demolish the old Capitol Building of Korea, which
had the value as a cultural heritage, and restore the palace that once stood behind it. However,
the buildings on the both sides of Sejong-daero remain still. The large public buildings, including
the Central Government Complex, the Embassy of the United States, and the Sejong Center for
the Performing Arts, and tall commercial buildings on the both sides of the street do not reflect
the historical and futuristic value that Korean people want to see in the area. Over the long
term, the adjacent buildings, and historical and cultural scenery surrounding the Gwanghwamun
area should be established to respect the historicity of the area and represent the symbolic
value of Gwanghwamun.

What is the mid- to long-term direction for change of architectural, historical and cultural cityscape
at the edge of the square to make the square an iconic area of Korea? And what are the ways
to realize that vision?
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2) Square versus Boulevard
- What are the configuration and functions of New Gwanghwamun Square?
∙ The cities of ancient Rome had 'Forum' in the middle of them. They were public spaces
surrounded by buildings. Such city structure was a standard for the cities in Medieval Europe.
On the other hand, the cities in East Asia had wide boulevards running southward from palaces
in the north. The boulevards were called Jujak-daero (朱雀大路). They were symbol of the
Confucian fairness (公) and the power of governments similar to the squares of the cities in
Medieval Europe. However, the boulevards were open spaces that could be expanded in the
future and enhance the movement of pedestrians and vehicles unlike the squares in European
cities surrounded by buildings.
∙ Sejong-daero, the place named as Gwanghwamun Square today, used to be the Jujak-daero of
Seoul. Part of the boulevard became a public square in the 2000s. Thus, removing the
characteristic of mobility from this space is impossible and it will hurt the universality of Seoul as
an East Asian capital.

What should be the configuration and functions of Gwanghwamun Square related to the
traditional urban structure in East Asia? What is the innovative way to reconcile the opposing
characteristics of main squares and main boulevards, which are surrounding and openness,
stillness and movement?

3) Ideals of dynasty and Ideals of democratic republic
- What is the historic and philosophical value in the background of the plan for New
Gwanghwamun Square?
∙ Hanyang was the capital of Joseon and the foundation for today's Seoul. Under Confucian
ideology, the main palace (法宮) was built in the northwest corner of the Hanyang city wall,
considering the geographical features, 'feng shui (geomancy)' and the culture of worshipping
mountains. The building was part of the authoritative scenery that starts from the skyline,
extends to the mountains and then to the palace itself. It was a visual representation of the
authority of the Joseon kings.
∙ However, during the Japanese colonial period, the government authorities built the GovernorGeneral of Korea Building (the Capitol Building of Korea) at Gyeongbokgung, the most
authoritative place in Korea, to utilize the symbolic power of the place.
∙ Even after Liberation and the foundation of a democratic republic, Korean people continued to
consider the place a symbol of national sovereignty and fought hard to occupy the place during
major events in the democratic movement.
∙ Therefore, the place should be reborn as the symbol of both the legacy of the Joseon dynasty
and the sovereignty of the people.

The place once solely represented the ideology of the monarchy and is about to be reborn as
the place that represents the ideology of the modern democratic republic. What is the way to
spatially materialize the historic and philosophical values of the square?
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4) History Plaza and Citizen Plaza
- What are the programs and design strategies to secure the characteristics of the History
Plaza and Citizen Plaza, and to encompass the two places together?
∙ According to the basic plan announced by Seoul Metropolitan Government and the Cultural
Heritage Administration in April 2018, Gwanghwamun Square is divided into the History Plaza, in
front of Gwanghwamun, and the Citizen Plaza, facing the Sejong Center for the Performing Arts.
The shape, concept, use and spatial characteristics of the two plazas are different, but they also
need to form a single overall square. Therefore, they should be divided with unique aspects and
identities, but in ways integrated as one place as well.

What are the program and design strategies to secure the characteristics and identity of each plaza
and bring them together at the same time? Plus, how do we interpret and manage the Central
Government Complex and Uijeongbu site in the History Plaza? Finally, how do we interpret and
manage the Sejong Center for the Performing Arts and Sejongno Park facing Citizen Plaza?
5) Koreans' view to nature and spatial territory
- What is the spatial territory of the plan for New Gwanghwamun Square?
∙ Koreans had a long tradition that places a city, facilities and buildings on the basis of the
topography of the mountains and streams in the area. Such an attitude that respects the lay of the
land made the junction of two streams on the right and left sides of the palace a special zone.
The junction was located in front of the palace. Although the streams were covered to become
streets, the zone always had a special meaning during the 600 years of the Joseon dynasty.
∙ The establishment of the New Gwanghwamun Square should be more than mere changes in
shape and function. The spatial area of the new square should be between Junghakcheon on the
east and Baekundongcheon on the west, and extend north to south from the top of Baegaksan to
the junction of the two streams (the starting point of today's Cheonggyecheon). A modern
reinterpretation of the spatial boundary of the square is the key.

What should be the conceptual area for the New Gwanghwamun Square competition to acquire
the status and functionality of the symbolic place of Korea? What is the right reinterpretation of
the area within the entire history of Korea and entire space of Seoul?

6) The iconic cityscape of Korea and the center of the historic downtown of Seoul
- What is the strategy to encompass the scenery of nature and the Seoul’s cityscape?
∙ The Gwanghwamun area has an iconic Korean cityscape that includes Baegaksan and Bohyeonbong,
Gwanghwamun and Gyeongbokgung. Also, the area is the junction of the Bukchon, Seochon, Jongno
and the Seoul Historic Downtown areas. This place is not only a boulevard but a square and a
junction. Therefore, the street scape, collective scape and transitional scape of the area should be
integrated with the basic spatial concept of the square as a place for citizens to spend their time.

Can the iconic cityscape of the Gwanghwamun area be harmonized, which has mountains and the
palace, and the scenery of the already modernized surrounding area? What is the way to
harmonize the characteristics of the open square and the surrounding urban areas with the
remains of old city?
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7) Coexistence of daily and nondaily place
- What spatial configuration can encompass the functions of the square for daily and
nondaily place?
∙ A square is a very nondaily place that is open and empty. However, a square should also ensure
daily lives to those who come to experience the city and the local residents who perform
everyday routines. However, the current Gwanghwamun Square is mainly used just as a nondaily
place for tourists and participants of public events only. In order to add daily functions to the
square, daily activities should be added to the place. Thus, the square needs to be a place for
legal assembly, cultural events and various performances, and also needs to provide basic
commercial functions, including convenience facilities, and the proper amount of information facilities.
Such facilities are essential for improving visitors’ convenience and accelerating meetings and
exchanges in the square.
∙ As such, Gwanghwamun Square should be the space for various programs at both the national
and the city level as well as a place for local residents’ daily activities. The space should be
properly divided and categorized to satisfy every function, and there also needs to be the
consideration for many different hourly uses of the place.

What is the way to make the square a place for both the everyday activities of citizens, including
leisure and strolling, and eventful activities? Also, what kind of spatial design is needed to make
the square a memorable place, in which the daily and nondaily place coexist, for all citizens with
stories of their own?

8) The place as both a park and a square
- What configuration of landscaping and convenience facilities can encompass the entire
area of the square and to make it a rest area for citizens?
∙ Removing unnecessary installations from the square is important. However, the square should
also be a place with trees providing shade, beautiful water spaces and rest areas for people in
their daily lives. Also, the square should have functions to encompass cultural resources in the
Gwanghwamun area, to provide daily services for local residents, and enhance pedestrianfriendliness including underground walkways.
∙ The area should be an iconic space in Korea and the central square of Seoul, and it should
also be a place for local residents in their everyday lives. The square should be a flexible space
that can be used for events of various scales and for many types of use.

How can the flexibility be secured for various types of people, diverse uses and visiting hours?
What kinds of spatial configuration of space, landscape and convenience facilities are needed?
And what kind of program strategy is needed?
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9) Emptying and Filling, Inside and Boundary
- What is the strategy to utilize the spaces on the boundary of the square?
∙ A good square fulfills its role by being completely empty. On the other hand, a square is a
place for many people and so it needs many convenience facilities and installations as well.
However, the current Gwanghwamun Square has so many aspects in it, which make the visitors
mere bystanders and prevent the visitors' autonomous use of the square. And the disconnection
of the square space by roads from rest of the urban space behind obstructs the access to
convenience facilities, including shops and restrooms. Therefore, an innovative solution to solve
the conflict between the value of being empty as much as possible and the needs for
convenience facilities.
∙ The emptiness of a square is figured by the surroundings. Thus, designing an empty square
means planning the way to fill the surrounding area. The boundary of an empty square should
not be defined by the surrounding buildings, but the spaces on the boundary. This spaces are
the extension of a square, and also a servant space and the gate of the square.

In order to achieve the emptiness of the square, how can the public and private spaces in the
boundary areas be utilized? What are the concepts for the streets and open spaces in the square
and what is the way to realize the concept? Also, how can the street level of the surrounding
buildings, the outer part of the square be utilized?

10) Surrounding area: Management or Creation
- What is the plan for the urban management of Gwanghwamun Square and the surrounding
area?
∙ The charm of a square is completed by interesting boundary spaces and rich context of the
surrounding area. The vitality of a square comes from the visitors; the openness and symbolic
image of the square attracts them. The visitors in the square can get away from the city for a
while and view the city from a different angle.
∙ The way crossing the central square of a city is a very valuable urban experience. Therefore,
not only the reconfiguration of Gwanghwamun Square itself, but also the re-design of the streets
accessing to the square is very important. However, the surrounding area of the square has
mixed characteristics as both public and private areas. Thus, we need a realistic vision for the
surrounding area to achieve a high level connectivity with the square. And we also need a
specific implementation strategy to realize the vision.

The surrounding area of a square is the space to preserve the current context of the urban
space on the one hand, and to create a new context of the urban space on the other hand, by
utilizing many urban management tools. What are the design and strategy for a new square that
are consistent with existing projects and plans? And what types of urban management tools can
be used to the surrounding area of the square?
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4.3. Design Guidelines for Sectors
4.3.1. Preservation and Utilization of Historical Resources
The design for new Gwanghwamun Square are to reveal the true meaning and its historic
characteristics. Therefore, the plan is to reflect the value of the Gwanghwamun streetscape, which
runs Gwanghwamun to Gyeongbokgung (palace compound), to the peak behind, namely Baegak.
The plan must also consider the historical spots to be restored, including the Woldae, Haechi
(Haetae) Statue, Dongshipjagak, Seoshipjagak, and Uijeongbu site.
A. Cultural Assets of Gyeongbokgung
∙ 'The Basic Plan for the Relocation of Gwanghwamun to the Original Place and the Maintenance
of the Surrounding Area (2005)' and 'The Basic Plan for the Restoration of Gyeongbokgung
(2008)' made by the Cultural Heritage Administration shall be considered for the utilization of the
historical resources of Gyeongbokgung, including the Woldae, Haechi (Haetae) Statue,
Dongshipjagak, and Seoshipjagak. In case of future changes of the plans, it must be reflected in
the design plan as well.
B. Uijeongbu Site
∙ The Uijeongbu (State Council) was the highest-ranking government office in Joseon, led by
officials with the highest (Senior 1) bureaucratic ranks. Recently the former Uijeongbu site was
discovered during the construction of a public plaza, and a full-scale site survey is now in
progress. Therefore, the results of the current excavation and future restoration of the site must
be reflected in the design.
C. The 40th Anniversary Monument Hall of Gojong's Enthronement
∙ The hall shall not be relocated and the surrounding environment shall be enhanced.
D. Yookcho (六曹; Six Ministries of Joseon) Buildings
∙ The restoration plan shall be suggested such as the contents, details, methods, scale and etc.,
considering historical and geographical conditions of the former Yookcho Buildings area.

4.3.2. Connecting Gwanghwamun Square to Surrounding Area
Gwanghwamun Square should be the starting point of the entire pedestrian experience in Seoul.
The streets disrupt the flow of pedestrian on the square from the surrounding urban structure. The
new Gwanghwamun Square should overcome the limitations caused by this and create an open
square oriented for people and pedestrian movement.
The plan for this chapter is not included in the project site. However, any plans can be creatively
suggested without any limitations including budget, current laws and regulations.
A. Networking with the Surrounding Area for Citizens' Activities and Urban Functions
∙ Considering the current urban structures, a networking plan with the surrounding area, including
Bukchon, Seochon, Samcheong-dong, Jeong-dong, and Jongno shall be provided to create a
network for citizens' activities (walking, etc.) and urban functions.
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∙ A solution shall be suggested to restore the structure and context of the urban space, and
reflect the past urban structures including old waterways and roads.
B. Plan for Back Blocks and Streets
∙ A plan for the streetscape of the area, including low floors of buildings in back street blocks,
shall be proposed.
∙ A plan to create an organic pedestrian network between the back streets and the square shall
be proposed.
C. Plan for Boundary Areas
∙ A plan to create a integrated cityscape of the buildings adjacent to Gwanghwamun Square shall
be suggested.
∙ The proposal shall include a creative plan to utilize low floors of the adjacent buildings and open
spaces in the adjacent building sites to make integrated spaces for the square.
∙ The proposal shall include a plan to utilize lower floors of surrounding buildings to provide
convenience facilities, commercial facilities, and relaxation facilities.

4.3.3. Square Design
The spatial organization of the new Gwanghwamun Square is to consider both historic value and
people-friendliness. The north end shall be designed as a history plaza linked to the reconstruction
and restoration of Cultural Assets of Gyeongbokgung. The southern end will take on the characteristics
of a citizen plaza, capable of accommodating various public activities while being linked to other
activity areas in the city center.
An innovative plan shall be proposed to provide pedestrian connections in the part of current
Sajik-no 8-gil where the history plaza and the citizen plaza meet to integrate the entire square.
A plan for flexible use of the square shall be suggested to manage the change of situations,
including changes of visitors or transportation demands.
A. Functions and programs
∙ Ideas to vitalize the use of the square and the plans to implement the ideas shall be suggested
within the proposal.
∙ The plan of spatial configuration for various activities in the square shall be made, including
cultural and art performances, exhibitions, and festivals. The plan shall consider infrastructure to
support the activities (electricity, communications, water supply and etc.) and the circulation for
the equipments.
∙ The plan to allocate convenience facilities for visitors, including bathrooms, drinking fountains,
information centers, food and beverage facilities shall be proposed.
∙ The plan for proper allocation of food and beverage and other convenience facilities can be
suggested.
∙ The plan for proper allocation of shelter facilities for rest and strolling shall be made.
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B. Plan for the History Plaza
∙ The plan for the history plaza calls for rebuilding or restoring historic and cultural resources,
including the reconstruction of the Woldae, and Seoshipjagak, the reconnection of the
Dongshipjagak with the palace wall, and the relocation of the Haechi (Haetae) sculptures. At the
same time, the plan must consider the reconstruction of the former Uijeongbu site (currently
under archeological survey) as well as the restoration of Geumcheon (a stream that flows down
through Gyeongbokgung).
C. Plan for the Citizen Plaza
∙ The plan for the citizen plaza shall allocate programs and functions appropriately to cover both
citizens’ daily activities (strolling, relaxation) and special activities (festivals, events) with the use
of the history-cityscape axis for the square.
D. Current Resources
∙ The removal of existing but deteriorated facilities, including Waterways of History and water
fountains, shall be considered preferentially. Or, the way to utilize the current facilities can also
be suggested if necessary.
∙ The proposal should avoid the relocation of the statues of General Yi Sunsin and King Sejong in
principle, but a suggestion to relocate them within the square can be made providing appropriate
reason if necessary.
E. Underground Space Plan
∙ The plan for underground space shall be suggested to promote the use of public transportation
and improve pedestrian circulations.
∙ The underground space shall be connected to Gwanghwamun Station (Line 5), currently operating
Haechi Madang and “The Story of King Sejong” gallery to increase accessibility to the square. In
addition, it shall also secure the facilities to supplement the square above within the given gross
area and the number of floors.
∙ The plan to take full advantage of natural lighting and the plan for appropriate use of facilities to
maintain pleasant atmosphere shall be suggested.
∙ The removal of the current underground spaces (Naeja-dong Underground Sidewalk and Street,
Gyeongbokgung Crossroad Underground Sidewalk), which will lose their functions, shall be
considered preferentially. Or, the way to utilize the current underground space can also be
suggested if necessary.

4.3.4. Landscape plan
The scope of the plan for landscaping and planting should avoid any obstructions for the main
functions of the square. The proposal should consider the landscape elements in the area as a
whole, from the “urban landscape” perspective, including the outdoor spaces of major neighboring
public facilities, the square itself, and boundary spaces.
A. Planting Plan
∙ The proposal shall include the plan for planting to provide shade in the heat wave of the summer.
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∙ The plan for new street trees shall consider the types and placement of exiting street trees as
much as possible, as well as the scenery of the Square.
B. Ground surface and Paving Plan
∙ The proposal for the ground surface and paving of the square must include plans for materials,
colors, patterns and construction methods.
∙ The consideration of adjustment of ground levels of the boundary between the square and
adjacent streets can be made to provide an appropriate design solution for ensuring pedestrian
safety and reducing noise.
C. Square and Street Furniture Plan
∙ The plan for the attractions of the square, including water spaces and lighting facilities, shall be
proposed.
∙ The plan for the comprehensive design of the square and external spaces of the surrounding
buildings shall be made from the urban public design perspective.
∙ The plan for the allocation of smart facilities, including media panels providing the information for
tour, festival, and etc. can be suggested.
∙ Other facilities for pedestrians and visitors of the square can be planned.

4.3.5. Roads and Transportation Plan
In principal, the roads in the Gwanghwamun area including Sajik-no, Yulgok-no and Sejong-daero
shall be reorganized under the Principles in the Comprehensive Plan for the Green Transportation
Promotion Area.
As a part of the effort to restore historicity, including the reconstruction of the Woldae and
repositioning of the Haechi (Haetae) sculptures in front of Gwanghwamun, the roads of Sajik-no
and Yulgok-no will be rerouted to Sajik-no 8-gil and Saemunan-ro 5-gil, centering on the Central
Government Complex. Sejong-daero shall form the main space on the east side, considering the
axis of history and scenery of Gwanghwamun Square.
The plan for rerouting Sajik-no and Yulgok-no to Sajik-no 8-gil and Saemunan-ro 5-gil, and
Sejong-daero is fixed as two-way six-lane streets and must not be changed. (Extra lanes may be
added if necessary.)
A. Roads and Street Furniture Plan
∙ The plan for the changes of road route and structure shall consider current surrounding roads
and junctions to secure safety and ensure smooth flow of traffic.
∙ The road plan shall be proposed to ensure smooth flow of pedestrians or vehicles to back
streets or surrounding buildings, and the plan for street furniture shall consider the convenience
and safety of visitors.
B. Junction Plan
∙ The plan for junctions and crosswalks shall consider the convenience of pedestrians.
∙ The plan for the junctions of Sejong-daero, Central Government Complex, and Gyeongbokgung
shall be made based on the change of the surrounding roads of Gwnghwnmun Square.
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∙ Geometry of the boundary line between the square and surrounding roads and alignment of
approach lanes can be partly changed considering related plans.

C. Public Transportation Plan
∙ Considering the existing subway transfer and bus routes, plan to allocate bus stops at both sides
of Sejongdaero.
- In principle, the bus stops have 15 berths (5 berths in the direction of Gyeongbokgung
Palace, 10 berths in the direction of City Hall), but these numbers are adjustable.
- Changes in bus routes about Gwanghwamun Square and the relocation of bus stops can be
suggested.
D. Plan for Walkability in the Surrounding Area
∙ The plan for surrounding area shall be made to ensure a cozy living environment by using
traffic calming techniques, and to provide convenient and safe walk environment and walk
facilities.

4.3.6. Eco-friendly Plan, Safety, Etc.
A. Eco-friendly Plan
∙ Consider functions that can contribute to the square’s sustainability for the future, such as energy
production and rainwater catchment.
∙ Eco-friendly resources (sunlight, underground water from subway, etc.) must be considered
preferentially in the plan for square facilities (street furniture, waterscape facilities, etc.).
∙ The plan for the square to contribute to mitigating the urban heat island phenomenon shall be
proposed.
B. Safety
∙ As the square is a public facility that is open to the people all the time, the plan to ensure
safety for pedestrian and against disasters shall be made. Also, the plan for illumination shall be
made to ensure safe and free activities in the nighttime.
∙ As the project site is prone to floods, the plan to manage the inflow of water and to protect
square facilities and gates against heavy rain shall be made.
C. Universal Design
∙ The barrier-free plan for the square shall be made to ensure safety and convenience for the
access, use, and movement of elderly and handicapped people.

4.3.7. Economic Feasibility and Maintenance
∙ The plan for the construction must be made reasonably within the given budget.
∙ The expense for operation and maintenance must be considered.
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4.4. Project Budget and Size of Facilities
4.4.1. Project Budget
∙ The applicant can allocate the construction costs freely within the total construction budget of
an estimated 60 billion won.
∙ The following is the estimated budget allocation in the Comprehensive Plan for the Renewal of
Gwanghwamun Square.
Type

Use

Budget

Engineering

Rerouting and expansion of streets

About 20 billion won

Landscaping

Square decoration and special facilities

About 40 billion won

Total

Note

About 60 billion won

4.4.2. Additional Construction Cost
∙ The budget for planning scope including underground area will be given separately from the
above budget.
∙ The applicants can suggest an additional construction budget for their plans.
∙ The design cost for additional construction shall be decided after the approval of the owner,
based on the current rate for design in Korea.

4.4.2. Size of Facilities
∙ The following is the list of facilities and their scale in the project site.
Space

Gwanghwamun
Square

East Sidewalk of
Sejong-daero

Sajik-no

Facility Name

Scale

Note

Historic Plaza

Area: 36,200㎡

Including the
Woldae (3,200㎡)

Citizen Plaza

Area: 24,600㎡

Food, beverage and
convenient facilities, etc.

Gross Area 320㎡
(propriety facilities)

Street Square

Area: 5,200㎡

Street

Width: 20~30m,
Length: 918m

Area: 31,700㎡

Sidewalk

Width: 4~9m,
Length: 2,770m

Area: 11,160㎡

Bicycle Road

Width: 1.75m,
Length: 1,810m

Area: 3,170㎡

Street

Width: 20~30m,
Length: 435m

Area: 11,940㎡

Bicycle Road

Width: 1.75m,
Length: 940m

Area: 1,590㎡

Bus Stop

5 berths in the direction
of Gyeongbokgung
10 berths in the direction
of City Hall

Sejong-daero
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∙ The following is the list of facilities and their scale in the strategic area.

Space

Surrounding
Area
(West)

Building
coverage
ratio

Floor area
ratio

Height

Existing

33.69%

337.97%

82.85m

Urban
planning

60.00%

600.00%

50.00m

Existing

53.46%

462.77%

91.60m

Urban
planning

60.00%

600.00%

50.00m

Existing

56.90%

172.36%

45.00m

Urban
planning

70.00%

300.00%

50.00m

Existing

41.09%

648.05%

57.85m

Urban
planning

60.00%

600.00%

70.00m

Facility Name
Central
Government
Complex
(Main Building)
Central
Government
Complex
(Annex)
Sejong Center
for the
Performing
Arts
Hyundai
Marine & Fire
Insurance
Gwanghwamu
n Building

Area: approx. 9,000㎡
(Naehangrang: living quarters)

Uijeongbu site

Surrounding
Area
(East)

Note

National
Museum of
Korean
Contemporary
History
Embassy of
the United
States

Existing

44.64%

167.70%

32.72m

Urban
planning

45%(60%)

600.00%

50.00m

Existing

19.00%

152.10%

27.43m

Urban
planning

45%(60%)

600.00%

50.00m

Existing
Urban
planning

41.95%

587.23%

69.30m

KT

45%(60%)

500%/600%

70.00m

KYOBO
Building

Existing
Urban
planning

34.71%

676.52%

97.20m

45%(60%)

600.00%

70.00m

Special
Planning
District

Special
Planning
District

※ Refer to the available material, Sejong-no District Plan (Seoul Metropolitan Government, 2013)

∙ The proposal shall include the design for the underground space which is a part of the strategic
area. The area should not over 15,000㎡ and 2 storeys. The design should include existing
facilities as followings.
Use

Facility Name

Gross area

Exhibition &
Experience Center

Sejong Story

3,200㎡

Gwanghwarang gallery

200㎡
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Note

5. Submission of Work and Standards
for Documents Preparation

5. Submission of Work and Standards for Documents Preparation
∙ Submission shall be made both online and in person (or via postal mail) with the same work.
∙ Changes cannot be made after submission (uploading) if the work is submitted online.
∙ All teams must submit an “online submission receipt“ issued after completing online submission
through the official website when submitting in person.

5.1. Submission Date and Methods
5.1.1. Online submission
∙ Period: 10 a.m. January 2 (Wed) to 5 p.m. January 11 (Fri), 2019 (Korea Standard Time)
∙ Location: the official website (http://project.seoul.go.kr)
∙ Method of submission
- The file of drawing panel, representative image(representative bird's eye view), elevation
drawing, layout drawing, cross-sectional drawing, floor plans, perspective drawing, concept
drawing, other images are registered additionally (each file must be larger than 1MB but not
exceed 2MB).
- Design description and other forms shall be uploaded to “attached materials“ in compressed
files (no larger than 20MB).

5.1.2. Submission in person
∙ Date: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. January 11 (Fri), 2019 (Korea Standard Time)
∙ Location: Gwanghwamun Square Project Group in the Urban Revitalization Division,
Seoul Metropolitan Government, 110 Sejong-daero, Myeong-dong, Jung-gu, Seoul
※ When submitting via postal mail, the mail should be arrived before 5 p.m. January 11 (Fri),
2019 (Korea Standard Time) at the submission location. The mails arriving before or after
the period above will not be accepted.
When submitting via postal mail, in order to avoid customs duties and delays during custom
clearance, participants shall indicate “No Commercial Value” on the package.
∙ The list of Submission Materials
① Online submission receipt (issued through the website after completing online submission)
② A set of requested documents for the design competition (using provided forms)
- Form 1. A Design Competition Application Form
- Form 2. A Team Representative Appointment Agreement
- Form 3. A copy of Joint Participation Agreement
- Form 4. An Agreement
- Form 5. A Copyrights Agreement for Exhibition and Publication
③ A drawing panel (A0 landscape size)
④ 20 copies of design description (A3 landscape size, up to 30 pages)
⑤ A CD or DVD [High resolution image file(above 300dpi) including drawing panels(JPG),
design description(PDF), bird's eye view and perspective drawing files(JPG)]
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5.2. Standards for documents preparation
5.2.1. Drawing panel
∙ Drawing panel must be expressed in both Korean and English.
∙ Drawing panel must be created on 1 A0(1,188mm x 841mm, landscape) sized papers on the
10mm foamboard. The composition is as follows.
PIN is written only on the backside as shown in the following picture.
1,188mm
[ the front ]

[ the back]
PIN

841mm

∙ Drawing panels can be made freely using drawings or concept graphic that can explain the
concepts of the designs best.
∙ Layout drawings in the drawing panels use the scale of 1:1,200. The other drawings can be
drawn at any scale.

5.2.2. Design description
∙ Design description must be drawn up in both Korean and English.
∙ Design description is limited to 30 pages in A3(420mm x 297mm, landscape) sized paper. 20
copies of the description should be bound on the left and submitted.
However, covers, slip sheets and estimated construction cost shall not be counted as pages.
- Cover : the title of the design competition only
(Korean: Malgun Gothic 35point, English: Arial 20point, Black, center alignment)
[ Cover of Design description ]

새로운 광화문광장 조성 설계공모
International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square

- Design description includes design details, technical matters that were not expressed in the
drawing panel, including descriptions of assignments and issues.
- Design description shall include the following contents. Composition and the table of contents
can be of any order.
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(a) Cover and table of contents
(b) 10 issues and tasks
(c) Drawings(Project site plans, elevation drawings, cross-sectional drawings, etc.,) and
bird’s eye view / perspective
(d) The planning outline, table of areas for each space
(e) Major regulations review and outline of total cost estimates for construction
(See Form 6. Estimated construction cost)
(f) Keynotes of each area and other design keynotes
- Estimated construction cost (form 6) must be included in the last page of the design
description.

5.2.3. CD or DVD
∙ High resolution image file(above 300dpi, JPG file) including a drawing panel, a design description
(PDF) and other files shall be contained in CD or DVD and it shall be submitted in the case.
∙ Create new folders under the root folder, and put all the related files under it. The folder name
should be in the same format as "PIN Number_ representative’s name _ project title".

5.2.4. Use of PIN (Personal Identification Number)
∙ Anonymity of all works before announcement of evaluation is made shall be maintained. To that
end, all applicants must write their PIN on every required document. Such number is composed
of two alphabetical letters and five Arabic numerals and is automatically given after registration
through the website. This PIN works consistently until the close of the submission for the
competition.
∙ PIN must be marked in accordance with the following measure.
- For a drawing panel, the PIN must be marked on the upper right of the back of each panel.
- For a design description, the PIN must be marked in the blank on the upper right of the cover
of the provided form. (PIN is marked in only one cover among 20 copies, and not on the
remaining 19 copies.)
- The PIN is marked on the body of the CD or DVD
<Blank for PIN>
※ Unit: mm (in the brackets matter to a drawing panel only)
10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

(30)

(30)

(30)

(30)

(30)

(30)

(30)

(30)

(30)

A B

-

0 0 0 0 0

(30)

10

(30)

10

5.2.5. Others
∙ Any indication specifying the applicant shall not be made on all documents.
∙ They should be marked only in Korean and English letters and Arabic numerals, following the
metric system.
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6. Appendix

6. Appendix
6.1. Laws and Standards
∙ Matters related to this project will be governed by the laws and standards of the Republic of
Korea. Matters not specified herein will be governed by domestic and international customs.

6.2. The list of Available Materials
∙ For applicants, materials for the design competition described below can be downloaded via the
official website.
1. Competition Rules & Guidelines
2. The Scope of the Competition Site
3. Terms of Reference: statement of work scope for the design project by the final winner of
the competition
4. Materials for the overview of Gwanghwamun Square
4-1. Drawing for the Square’s overview
4-2. Drawing for basic plan
4-3. Digital map
4-4. Underground obstructions map
4-5. List of permits for the use of Gwanghwamun Square in last five years
5. Reference materials
5-1. A comprehensive basic plan for the improvement of Gwanghwamun Square (2018)
5-2. A comprehensive Plan for Green Transportation Promotion Area (2018)
5-3. A report on the Gwanghwamun Forum (2017)
5-4. A report on the basic plan for historic city center (2015)
5-5. A basic plan for the restoration of Gyeongbokgung (2008)
5-6. A basic Plan for the Relocation of Gyeongbokgung Gwanghwamun to the Original
Place and Maintenance of Surrounding Area (2005)
5-7. The future of Gwanghwamun Square suggested by ten public architects (2018)
5-8. A research on the schemes and srategies for the maintenance and utilization of the
former Uijeongbu site (2016)
5-9. A research on the reconstruction and Relocation of Samgunbu (2016)
5-10. A research on the preservation of cultural heritage sites in the four main gates (2015)
5-11. A comprehensive plan for the establishment of the National Iconic Street (2010)
5-12. Sejong-no District Unit Plan (2013)
5-13. The future of Gwanghwamun Square and 20 improvement plans suggested by
citizen experts (2014)
5-14. Materials displayed in “Gwanghwamun love song”, a special temporary exhibition of the
Seoul Museum of History
∙All materials except for the competition guidelines will be provided in the Korean language.
∙ Materials described above are provided for the competition. Therefore, plans and project scope
described in the materials that will be provided are subject to be changed.
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∙ If needed, additional materials will be provided in addition to the materials listed above. In this
case, the notification on provision of such additional materials will be given on the official
website; and each applicant MUST check whether additional materials will be provided before
they submit.
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[Form 1]

Design Competition Application Form
PIN(Personal Identification Number)
Full name of firm
or firm
Representative
representative

Telephone

Address
1

2
Team
members
3

4

E-MAIL

Full name of
firm or firm
representative
Full name of
firm or firm
representative
Full name of
firm or firm
representative
Full name of
firm or firm
representative

Telephone
E-MAIL
Telephone
E-MAIL
Telephone
E-MAIL
Telephone
E-MAIL

We apply for the "International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square" in compliance
with all regulations of the competition.
____ ____, 2019
Representative _________________________ (signature)
Team member _________________________ (signature)
Team member _________________________ (signature)
Team member _________________________ (signature)
Team member _________________________ (signature)

Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Government
※ Submission materials
① Online submission receipt
② A set of requested documents for the design competition
③ A Drawing Panel (A0 landscape size)
④ 20 copies of design description (A3 landscape size, up to 30 pages)
⑤ A CD or DVD
-------- (signature) -------- (cutting line) -------- (signature) --------

Design Competition Work Submission Receipt
PIN

Confirmation of receipt

Name of
Representative or Firm

Organizer

Gwanghwamun Square Project Group,
Urban Revitalization Division, Seoul Metropolitan Government
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[Form 2]

Team Representative Appointment Agreement

I, the undersigned, do hereby appoint (name of firm) whose officer, (name of designer,

position) as a lead designer, and delegate all rights to the designer for the works produced for
the 「International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square」

_____ _____, 2019

Representative : __________________ (Signature)

Representative : ___________________ (Signature)

Firm : ___________________________________

Firm : _________________________________

Address : ________________________________

Address : _______________________________

Representative : __________________ (Signature)

Representative : ___________________ (Signature)

Firm : ___________________________________

Firm : _________________________________

Address : ________________________________

Address : _______________________________

※ Individual participants leave “Firm” as blank

Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Government
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[Form 3]

Joint Participation Agreement
Article 1 (Purpose) This agreement sets forth provisions for each party during the process of joint participation
between ( ) and ( ) to the "International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square".
Article 2 (Representative of the Joint Participation) the name and location of the office of the lead firm of joint
participation (hereinafter referred to as lead firm) are as follows:
1. Firm:
2. Representative:
3. Address:
Article 3 (Members of Team) excluding the lead firm, the following are the members of the joint participation
team:
1. Team Member #1: Name
(Firm:
address :
)
2. Team Member #2: Name
(Firm:
address :
)
3. Team Member #3: Name
(Firm:
address :
)
4. Team Member #4: Name
(Firm:
address :
)
Article 4 (Rights of the lead firm) the lead firm, on behalf of the members of the team, shall have right to
express intention regarding the submission and receipt of document, and acquisition and waiver of
rights, to the organizer of the competition and other third parties.
Article 5 (Effective period) the current agreement shall be effective immediately after the signing by each party
and terminate by fulfillment of competition. However, the agreement shall be effective as long as any
rights and obligations related to the service contract made with the organizer of competition remain.
Article 6 (Obligations) the members of the team shall diligently utilize all necessary knowledge and technologies to
fulfill the purpose set forth in the Article 1 based on the trust.
Article 7 (Responsibility) the members of the team shall mutually agree to be responsible for the fulfillment of the
service obligation.
Article 8 (Mutual responsibilities of members) the members shall mutually agree to compensate any damage
caused on any third party or other members of the team in relation to the performance of work.
Article 9 (Limitations of transfers of rights and obligations) members shall not transfer their rights and obligations
under this agreement to any third party.
Article 10 (Measures against withdrawal) Any member’s withdraw in the process of the competition results in
ineligibility for the competition.
Article 11 (Add of member) The team may add a member until design proposal is submitted. In this case, the
lead firm must modify this agreement and submit its copy to the sponsor.
Article 12 (Creation and storage of agreement) the joint participation agreement shall be made as above and ( )
copies shall be made as evidence, which shall be separately stored by the lead firm after signing the
agreement.
_____ _____, 2019

Representative : ________________________ (Signature)

Representative : ________________________ (Signature)

Firm : _______________________________________

Firm : _____________________________________

Address : ____________________________________

Address : ___________________________________

Representative : ________________________ (Signature)

Representative : ________________________ (Signature)

Firm : _______________________________________

Firm : _____________________________________

Address : ____________________________________

Address : ___________________________________

Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Government
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[Form 4]

Agreement

I (or Our firm) will comply with all rules, regulations and guidelines of the competition
when submitting works to the " International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun
Square", organized by the City of Seoul; will not disclose any provided information for the
competition; and bear any disadvantage upon the violation.
In addition, I (or Our firm) submit this agreement as I agree to bear any legal, financial,
and administrative responsibilities for all proposed information, and promise to comply with any
decisions made by the committee related to the submission of work, evaluation, and award
decision.

_____ _____, 2019

Representative _________________________ (signature)

Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Government
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[Form 5]

Copyrights Agreement for Exhibition, Publication, etc.

I, as the copyright holder (the representative) of the below work submitted to
"International Design Competition for New Gwanghwamun Square", hereby agree on the
use of the work for copy, display, distribution, rental, public transmission and the creation
of derivative works, as part of publication, display, public relations and the establishment
of business plans related to Seoul Metropolitan Government's design competition.

<Content of Work>
Title

Representative

_____ _____, 2019

Copyrights holder (representative) :
Affiliation:
Address:
Phone number:
E-mail:

Mayor of Seoul Metropolitan Government
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[Form 6]

Estimated Construction Cost
□ Project : New Gwanghwamun Square
Types

Material
/Equipment
(Million won)

Labor

Total

Price per 1㎡

Ratio

(Million won)

(Million won)

(Million won)

(%)

Architectural
work

Civil work

Landscape work

Mechanical work

Electrical work

Communications work

Waste disposal cost

VAT

Total

※ The type of construction will be decided in accordance with the characteristic of the design proposal.
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